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Panama’s Junta Has Red Background 


By Drew Pearson 
and Jack Anderson 


While the American people 
have been engrossed in their 
own election, the seeds of Cas- 
roism appear to have been 
planted in Panama, astride the 
Canal Zone, -vital to the se- 
curity of the United States. 

A military junta, which the 
United States so frequently 
treats with 'benign approval, 
has now been recognized by 
the State Department, ap- 
parently ignoring the fact that 
the new military leaders have 
had close ties with Latin. 
American communism. 

The top military man, Col. 
Omar Torrijos, was once a 
member of the People’s Party, 
a front for the Communist 
Party, and the No. 2 man, Col. 
Boris Martinez, was once the 
Communist leader of students 
at the University of Panama. 

Despite this, the State De- 
partment last week extended 
the new Panamanian govern- 
ment official TJ.S. recognition. 

What happened was that the 
new military dictators, know- 
ing the United States was busy 
with its own problems and had 
long frowned on Arnulfo Ari- 
as, the newly elected Presi- 
dent, proceeded to oust him 
on Oct. 11, exactly 11 days 
after he had been sworn in as 
president. 

Here is a play-by-play ac- 
count: 

The Backstage Story 

Last May Dr. Arias, twice 
ibefore elected President of 


Panama, was elected for a 
third time, despite the flagrant 
stealing of ballots. In some 
cases, the political opposition 
raided the polling places 
armed with machine guns’. 

Opposed to him were the 
National Guard, 'trained and 
equipped by the American 
army. The Defense Depart- 
ment has set up special jungle 
training in Panamanian jun- 
gles for U.S. Green Beret 
forces which have to fight in 
the Vietnamese jungles. As a 
result, the Panamanian Na- 
tional Guard is considered one 
of the most efficient police 
forces in Latin America. 

However, it also has a mon- 
opoly on Panama’s bus trans- 
portation, and controls the 
brothels, gambling houses, and 
bolita. From long experience 
the guard knew that President 
Arias would immediately cut 
off these lucrative concessions. 
It was reported well before 
Ms Oct. 1 inauguration, there- 
fore, that a military coup was 
inevitable. 

The first coup was attempted 
on Sept. 26, four days before 
the inauguration. Another was 
tried on the afternoon of Sept. 
29. Finally, on the evening of 
Sept. 29, President-elect Arias 
met in a private home with 
the commander of the National 
Guard, Gen. Bolivar Vallarino, 
where it was agreed that Gen. 
Vallarino would not partici- 
pate in a coup but would be 
moved to Washington as mili- 
tary attache. He could play an 
important part in the plans 


for building a new Panama 
Canal, it was agreed. 

It was also agreed that ithe 
No. 2 man in the guard, Col. 
Jose Maria Pinilla, would re- 
place Vallarino as guard com- 
mander for 45 days and then 
retire in favor of Col. Bolivar 
Urrutia. 

However, the most impor- 
tant agreement made at this 
secret meeting was that three 
troublemakers inside the Na- 
tional Guard who had been 
organizing revolt would be 
transferred as military at- 
taches to Salvador, Chile and 
Colombia. 

They were Col. Omar Torri- 
jos, Col. Boris Martinez, and 
Capt. Frederico Boyd, orga- 
nizer of the Panamanian Green 
Beret Corps. 

With tMs agreement appar- 
ently satisfying the leaders of 
the guard, Arnulfo Arias was 
sworn in as President two 
days later — Oct. 1. 

Troublemakers Remain 

But 'the leaders of the guard 
did not carry out their 'agree- 
ment. The three troublesome 
guard officers were not trans- 
ferred to OMle, Salvador .and 
Colombia, and the top com- 
mand did not carry . out its 
promised shake-up. 

Finally, President Arias act- 
ed himself. On Oct. 11 he or- 
dered the transfer of the three 
troublesome officers who had 
been plotting a revolt against 
him. That same day he also ac- 
cepted the resignation of Gen. 
Vallarino and appointed Col. 


Pinilla commander of the 
guard. 

On that same day also tne 
revolt started. The officers 
who were to be transferred 
took over. 

Gen. Vallarino was vacation- 
ing on the island of Topago 
with his family. In his absence 
Col. Pinilla, the No. 2 man of 
the guard, was put under house 
arrest and Col. Urrutia, No. 3 
man in the guard, was thrown 
into jail until late in the night 
on Oct. 11. 

By this time the junta had 
organized its own government, 
installing Col. Pinilla as a 
front for president. 

Meanwhile, Col. Omar Torri- 
jos, the real ruler of the junta, 
was not only a member of the 
People’s Party of Panama, but 
his brother Moses Torrijos, a 
newspaperman, was sent to 
Moscow, all expenses paid by 
the Communists. Col. Torri- 
jos’ sister-in-law is married to 
Ricaurte Soler, leader of the 
CMnese wing of the Commu- 
nist Party in Panama. 

Boris Martinez, the No. 2 
member of the junta, is com- 
mander of all the armed 
forces in Cherokee Province, 
second largest province of 
Panama and was a former ac- 
tive Communist leader in the 
university. 

These two, along with Capt. 
Frederico Boyd, have now 
established the most ruthless 
military dictatorship in Latin 
America. There have been 
shootings, seizure of property, 
strict censorship. 
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